
   Home learning pack - Maths – April 2020 

Sharing a story!! 

 

Here’s story links if you don’t have the books though! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lckjqm91LCk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cq0xiXoX8H0 

 

Lots of counting and addition/subtraction opportunities 

using the illustrations.  

E.g. How many sheep on the hill? If one escaped through 

an open gate, how many are left? 

How many crows around the scarecrow? How many 

swallows above the pond? How many altogether? 

How many red roses on the cottage wall? Oh no! The goat has eaten two!! How many are left? 

How many ducks, hens, crows, swallows, geese? How many birds can you count altogether? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lckjqm91LCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cq0xiXoX8H0


 



Using your map, you made in the Literacy pack, can you use positional 

vocabulary to describe the route needed. Talk about what is next to each 

of the buildings as you make it.  Then talk about planning how to get the 

cow making turns to get where you need it to go. Can you use some of 

these words to help? Next to, over, under and beside, forwards, up, on 

top of, around and next to.   

 

Kim’s Game! In the story “What the Ladybird Heard Next” the two 

baddies keep on stealing eggs from the hen. First, you’re going to need to 

make some fancy eggs! (There are templates attached if you need them). 

Make sure your eggs are different shapes, 

sizes, patterns and colours to get the most 

out of this activity!  

Play Kim’s game by laying out different 

eggs on a tray or on a flat surface. Cover with a cloth. Grownups take one away. Lift off the cloth. Children say which 

one has gone! Encourage and support your child to describe which one has been taken using size, pattern, colour 

vocabulary. E.g. the biggest one, the one with the zig zags, the one with the repeating pattern. 

Challenge: Instead of using eggs you could take this further to continue working on shapes by 

making simple 2D shapes from paper together and using them in the same 

way. Make different sizes and colours to help with 

scissor and fine motor skills. Remember to discuss 

properties like sides, vertices and size!  

 



 

 

 

 



Ladybird Biscuits 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need:  

1 pack plain biscuits 1 small,  

red food colouring  

Icing sugar  

1 small cup of water  

Black readymade icing in a tube 

or block or something similar to 

make spots and lines like raisins 

and liquorish. Optional – edible 

eyes! 
 

1. Lay out your biscuits on a flat surface.  

 2. Mix a little water into your icing sugar until it starts to make a really thick paste.  

3. Add red food colouring until the icing goes ladybird red.  

4. Ice your biscuits to look like red ladybird wings. 

 5. Roll block icing into a thin sausage and make into a strip down the middle of each biscuit. 

(Or draw a line with icing or add a strip of liquorish.)  

6. Roll little balls of black icing ready or get your raisins ready! 

Then… 



 

Lots of ways of Getting Dotty!  

Simply decorate your biscuits with as many spots as you want and then talk about how many 

you have put on each side of the ladybird!  How many spots altogether?  

Set a challenge of each biscuit having to have 5 or 10 spots.  How many on one side, how many 

on the other? Talk about the calculation on both sides of the biscuit to make 10. How many 

different ways can you make 5/10? E.g. 1 + 4, 2 + 3, 0 + 5  

Another way! You have 10 spots maximum. Each ladybird must have the same amount of spots 

on each side. How many different doubles have you got? What do these make?  

 

Getting Dotty: Draw out sets of dots on squares of paper or post it notes.  Make these look 

like the patterns on a dice from a game. Lay these out on the floor in spaces. Hide up to 6 small 

items like dried beans, beads, buttons or smarties (of the same colour) under a cup or a plant 

pot if you have one. You will then need something to swat with - a fly swatter or a plastic egg 

flipper or spoon! 

Get your child to come near to the plant pot/cup and close their eyes. Grownups hide 1-6 small 

items. Open your eyes. Lift off the plant pot.  Children it’s your job to swat the correct number of 

spots as quickly as you can!  Repeat with different amounts under the pot.  

This game is more about instantly recognising numbers rather than counting – this is called subitising (the ability to 

instantaneously recognise the number of objects in a small group without the need to count them).  

 



Make your own Dice   

If you want to carry on feeling spotty and dotty you could have a go at making 

your own mega dice.  

You will need:  

1 empty tissue cube  

Glue  

Plain paper  

Felt tip pens. 

 

1. Take your tissue cube and glue plain paper all over it. Make sure the sides are flat.  

2. Let it dry  

3. Draw dice spots on each of the faces.  

4. Get ready to play a game. You can use these dice to play any game but on a larger more fun scale!  

Perhaps roll the dice and then have to show the number with your fingers, with that many claps, or choose an animal 

from the book and make that many noises! 


