
     School / Home Work – May 2020 

 

This week, instead of starting with a story, we thought it would be 

good to have an area of learning theme.  

Our focus for this pack is exploring, and understanding the world 

around you.  

We are going to become scientists and use our senses, investigation 

and exploration skills (as well as maths and literacy) to predict, test 

and conclude!! Let’s see what we can find out about our world!! 

We have put together a few ideas for you to create some science experiments at home. Hopefully you will 

have the equipment and with a little help from a grown up you can become a scientist.  

Here’s a bit of fun, the Small Potatoes explore being a scientist: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0117f3l/small-potatoes-16-science   

Have fun and enjoy the activities selected for you.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0117f3l/small-potatoes-16-science


Here’s a fab story to inspire you!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tQcSKH37AY&feature=youtu.be  

 

We love all the questions Ada asks to find out more. This is what we want 

you to do. 

Here are some good questions Ada uses. You could use them as you explore 

and investigate too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would really like for you to think about what might happen before you get going. This is called 

predicting.  Can you write or draw your prediction?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tQcSKH37AY&feature=youtu.be


 



Your first task is to make yourself a magnifying glass so you can really look 

closely.  

You will need: 

A clear plastic bottle 

A dry marker pen 

A pair of scissors 

Water 

How to make… 

1. Draw a circle shape at the neck of the bottle. It needs to be here so you create a 

disc shape when you cut it out. 

2. Cut out the circle 

3. Pour a little water into the disc.  

4. Hold it over your book, paper or whatever you would like to magnify to make it 

bigger. It really works so well! 

 



This task is one about our bodies, namely, our five senses. Give your senses a work 

out with these five activities! 

 

Sight – Play a game of ‘I Spy’ (this one is also handy for 

practising letter sounds! – see the task further in this pack for 

an extension to the game!!)  

 

Smell – Put some smelly foods into cups or beakers, and cover with kitchen roll or paper, with 

small holes poked in. Can you work out what’s inside using only your sense of smell? (mints, coffee 

granules, orange segments, curry powder and baked beans all work quite well) 

 

Touch – Hide some toys in a box or under a blanket, then try to work out what they are using 

only your sense of touch. This is a great opportunity for you to practise describing how things 

feel. Is it soft, hard, rough, smooth, gooey, sticky, dry, cold, warm?  

 

Taste – Confuse the senses by adding some food colouring to drinks and see if you can work out 

what they are (for example blue food colouring in milk, or red in some orange juice). For more 

daring eaters, you could try a blindfolded taste test of familiar foods! 

 

Hearing – Have a ‘listening minute’. You need to spend a whole minute just listening to the world 

around you, then talk about all the sounds you could hear afterwards. Were the sounds loud or 

quiet? Nearby or far away? High or low? Try it inside and then outside – what different sounds do 

you hear? Can you guess what is making the sounds? 



 

Can you go on a 

sense’s scavenger 

hunt and record 

what you find?  

Don’t forget to 

predict what you 

‘think’ you might 

find before you 

set off!! 



Let’s look all around and see what we can see, 

then write about it!! 

Try playing I spy with a someone. This might 

give you some ideas for your writing. 

Can you write a list of the objects you can 

see, using letters, words and/or pictures? 

Maybe you could write simple sentences 

describing what you can see. You might like to 

start each sentence with I can see … 

Here are some pictures that might help you 

or you could make your own collection. On the 

next page there is a writing frame that you 

could use and some helpful words. 

 



 



I         see       a    the     cat      toy 

    bin       clock      car      chair      Dad 

Mum     boy    girl      cow      paint     light 

     big       fire      flower      food      pot 

jar     fork     carpet      grass     doll  

    boat     ring       purse     drink     cup 

 

  



You can use your senses to create poetry. A poem is a collection of words and short sentences that 

express an emotion or idea with some kind of rhythm. A fab poet and author you may know is Michael 

Rosen. Here he is helping some children create a poem based on a walk they go on together. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5zzgeMaxNk    

Maybe you could create your own poem!!  

We know that at the moment we can’t investigate how we use our senses on our journey 

to school but, we could explore their use on our daily walk. 

Can you go on a sense’s walk? Can you create a map of your journey similar to the one shown here? Can you 

draw a picture of what you see, hear, smell, taste and feel? You can record anything and everything!! 

Maybe you could take a camera to get some photos to remember your walk too? 

When you get back from your walk, you could try writing or even recording your senses poem! You could 

use short sentences to explain what you found? They might begin: 

I see…          …On my walk! 

I hear…          …On my walk! 

I smell…          …On my walk! 

I feel…          …On my walk! 

I taste…          …On my walk! 

Can you 

spot the 

repetitive 

phrase? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5zzgeMaxNk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you count how many stones it takes? 

What if the stones were bigger/smaller, 

would you need more/less?  

Can you use the vocabulary of capacity: full, 

half full, nearly full, empty, nearly empty to 

describe your findings? 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Can you count the drops as you add them? Do 

more/less drops make a difference? As you add 

more, what happens to the rain clouds? 

Science bit: 
As the cloud becomes full and too heavy the food colouring will 

begin falling out the bottom of the shaving foam and into the 

water. This shows how when a cloud is full and heavy it does the 

same thing and that’s how we get rain. 



 

Here’s a little video to show you how to make them: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ8PShMOXps  

Watch till the end because it also explains the 

science behind the experiment!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ8PShMOXps


 



Here are some websites with some other exciting science experiments for you to try: 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/simple-science-activities-try-today  

 

https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/early-years-science-activities-eyfs/  We especially love the cornflour 

slime!!! (Parents and carers, there’s also quite a nice article at the bottom of the page explaining how 

beneficial scientific experimentation is) 

 

https://www.science-sparks.com/early-years-science-themed-activities/  

 

https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental (Next t o where it says DISPLAY, there is a drop-down box 

where you can filter the videos for your age group)  

 

https://bigeyedowl.co.uk/science/  

 

Have fun scientists!!! We can’t wait to hear all about your findings!!! 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/simple-science-activities-try-today
https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/early-years-science-activities-eyfs/
https://www.science-sparks.com/early-years-science-themed-activities/
https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental
https://bigeyedowl.co.uk/science/

