
 
 

                  Home learning pack – Literacy – June 2020 

Sharing a story!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This home learning pack contains lots of activities based another of Eric Carle’s stories ‘The Very Busy 

Spider. Here is a link to the story being told:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA 

Can you listen to the story a few times and join in with the repetitive phrases you can hear? 

Have fun and enjoy the activities we have selected for you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA


 
 

 

Can you cut out 

the words and 

animals? 

Can you use your 

phonic knowledge 

to read the 

names of the 

animals in the 

story?  

 

Can you match 

the name to the 

correct picture? 



 
 

 

Which animal talks to the spider 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.? Can you order 

the animals correctly following the story?  

 

 

 

 

 

Can you label them with ordinal numbers? 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  

 

Can you label the names of each animal using your 

letters and sounds?  

Remember tricky word ‘The’ for each one!! 

 

 



 
 

 

    

1st  

 

The horse. 

2nd  

 

The cow. 

   

     

     



 
 

 

Can you find all 

the animal names 

hiding in the 

wordsearch? 

Don’t let the capital 

letters trick you! We’ve 

included an alphabet 

mat to help.  

Aa Bb Cc 

Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii 

Jj Kk Ll 

Mm Nn Oo 

Pp Qq Rr 

Ss Tt Uu 

Vv Ww Xx 

Yy Zz 

Can you practise 

matching the capital 

and lowercase letters? 



 
 

 



 
 

 Remember our 

alphabet song? 

It tells us the 

names of the 

letters. 

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?v=

nxDTkcd2hHk 

Don’t forget, we 

sing ZED not 

ZEE though!! 

This is a fun one 

to help too. 

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?v=

XC6wQQHo8uU  

Can you sing the 

alphabet to help 

you join the 

letters in the 

right order to 

spin the spider 

web? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxDTkcd2hHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxDTkcd2hHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxDTkcd2hHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQHo8uU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQHo8uU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQHo8uU


 
 

  

Can you practise your letters and sounds using the following song… 

There's a Spider on the Web 

There's a spider on the /a/, on the /a/. 

There's a spider on the /a/, on the /a/. 

Watch the spider go. 

It's moving to and fro. 

There's a spider on the /a/, on the /a/.  

(Children place a black pom pom 'spider' on the letter web.) 

You could challenge yourself by making digraph webs and singing the song to practise them too! 

The tune is the same as the original song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTwqi_dHgmU  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTwqi_dHgmU


 
 

 

Let’s do some spider research!! 

Can you find some fascinating facts about spiders? We have 

included PowerPoint with some on but you could also use the 

internet to help. If you google ‘KIDDLE’ it will bring up a 

search engine that has better information for someone your 

age. 

 

What interesting 

facts can you 

discover?  

Can you make a fact 

sheet to tell us what 

you found? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ2RzDl0vvM  – watch this ‘Come Outside’ video all about spiders too. 

Lots of fab facts on here!! 

  Spider facts         

 not insects, only 2 body 

 sections (head and  

 abdomen) 

• 8 legs (4 on each side) 

•  

• up to 8 eyes (4 pair) 

•  

• hatch from eggs 

•  

• have fangs 

•  

• Eat – other insects and spiders usually 

•  

• Live – everywhere 

 

FACT BOX 

Did you know that only a few 

spiders are harmful and most 

are really  

helpful;  

some  

catch  

flies for example. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ2RzDl0vvM


 
 

 



 
 

Can you watch this clip all about spiders and their life cycle. It’s a little different to other mini-beasts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUx2qqPUyOI   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you choose to 

organise your life-cycle 

diagram? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUx2qqPUyOI


 
 

 

 

Here are some lovely poems to tell you 

more about spiders.  

Why not try reading them with someone at home. 

Maybe you could learn one and perform it for someone! 

The Spider Poem 

Spiders are not insects, 

Spiders have eight legs, 

Spiders have four pair of eyes, 

Spiders hatch from eggs. 

Spider webs are sticky, 

Spiders weave them tight, 

Spiders spin that silky string, 

Spiders weave webs right! 

 

The Spider Spins a Web 

Tune: The Farmer In the Dell 

(by M. Hubbard) 

The spider spins a web, 

The spider spins a web, 

Round and round, good and strong 

The spider spins a web. 

Additional verses: 

The web is a home. 

The web catches food. 

The web protects the eggs. 

The web is used for travel. 

 

Spider poems 



 
 

Now you have learned lots about spiders. Can you create a spider acrostic poem? Acrostic poems spell the 

word of what the poem is about down the side. All you have to do is think of a word or a short sentence 

that begins with each letter! 

 

Here’s an example to give you an idea!! 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

If you have stories about spiders then you can read 

them by yourself or with someone in your house. 

If not, here’s some you might enjoy: 

‘Aaaarrgghh, Spider!’ by Lydia Monks. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5df388jmToo  

‘Spinderella’ by Julia Donaldson.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9639_WmGRLk  

‘Walter’s Wonderful Web’ by Tim Hopgood 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiNGmyUpQok 

 

You might share other rhymes such as ‘Little Miss Muffet’ or ‘There was an old lady who swallowed a fly’ 

too.  

 

Talking about the stories and rhymes together is a great way to support language skills. They can be a 

great way to introduce new vocabulary to enrich your child’s use of words e.g. how do spiders move? 

Rather than, just saying ‘run’...do they scurry, creep or crawl?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5df388jmToo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9639_WmGRLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiNGmyUpQok

